
September 24, 2020

CALL TO GLOBAL ACTION ON FOOD LOSS AND WASTE

We, the members of the Champions 12.3 coalition, call on all governments and companies to pursue  
the following strategies to dramatically accelerate efforts to halve their food loss and waste by 2030: 

CHAMPIONS 12.3 AND THE INSTITUTIONS WE LEAD STAND READY TO HELP YOU WITH THESE STRATEGIES.  
With just a decade remaining to achieve the SDGs, bold action is critical.  

The world has no more time—or food—to waste!

Food loss and waste is a challenge of epic proportions. One-
third of all food produced in the world is lost or wasted between the 
farm and the plate. This astounding amount results in $940 billion in 
economic losses globally each year. It contributes to food insecurity—in 
a world where one in nine people are undernourished. It consumes 
1/4 of all water used by agriculture each year and requires land area 
greater than the size of China—contributing to the loss of ecosystems 
and biodiversity. Moreover, food that is lost or wasted generates about 
8% of annual global greenhouse gas emissions. In fact, if food 
loss and waste were a country, it would be the world’s third largest 
greenhouse gas emitter. 

Addressing the food loss and waste crisis is urgent. The COVID-
19 pandemic has exposed weaknesses in the global food system, driving 
up food loss and waste in some places, impacting incomes of farmers 
and other food business operators, and increasing the number of people 

Follow the “Target-Measure-Act” approach. This three-step 
approach is a proven way to achieve rapid results:

 • Target. Targets set ambition, and ambition motivates action. 
Governments and companies should adopt explicit food loss and 
waste reduction targets aligned with SDG Target 12.3.

 • Measure. The old adage “what gets measured gets managed” is 
true for food loss and waste, as well. Governments and companies 
should measure their food loss and waste to identify the “hot spots” 
needing action, publish the results to inspire others, and monitor to 
track progress over time.

 • Act. In the end, action is what ultimately matters. Based on 
information gathered from measurement, governments and 
companies should develop and implement strategies for tackling 
their hot spots of food loss and waste, ranging from on-farm 
food losses to household food waste and everything in between. 
National public-private partnerships can be an effective way to 
take collaborative action, find pragmatic policies and practices, and 
engage everyone from farmers to consumers in a shared mission.

Integrate food loss and waste reduction into climate strategies. 
Governments should include food loss and waste reduction into their 
enhanced Nationally Determined Contributions to the Paris Agreement 
on climate change. Likewise, companies should include food loss  
and waste reduction in their corporate greenhouse gas emission 
reduction strategies, commitments to Science-Based Targets, and 
other climate programs. 

Pursue food loss and waste reduction as part of COVID-19 
responses. As part of their policies and investments to “Build Back 
Better,” governments should include programs, policies, and financing 
to help farmers reduce on-farm food losses, encourage households 
to reduce food waste, and fix broken supply chains. Food producers 
and food retailers should collaborate to increase the amount of food 
making it either to market or to those in need.

These three strategies can help countries,
companies, farmers, and consumers reduce
their food loss and waste at scale and at pace.

who go to bed hungry. Moreover, countries are woefully behind in 
achieving Target 12.3—which calls for halving the rate of food loss and 
waste by 2030—of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Halving food loss and waste can help meet a number of 
important goals. For example, reducing food loss and waste increases 
farmer incomes, improves business margins, and saves money for 
households. It strengthens food security for all, in particular the most 
vulnerable. And it reduces greenhouse gas emissions from the food 
sector, helping to mitigate climate change.

Halving food loss and waste can be achieved. As we highlight 
this year in our annual assessment of global progress toward achieving 
SDG 12.3, the United Kingdom has already reduced its per capita edible 
food loss and waste from farm gate to plate by 27%, saving around $6 
billion per year. And a number of companies already have achieved 
reductions greater than 25%. If they can do it, others can too. 

1 2

3

WE CALL ON COUNTRIES AND COMPANIES TO UTILIZE THESE THREE STRATEGIES TO REDUCE THEIR  
FOOD LOSS AND WASTE AT SCALE AND AT PACE:

https://champions123.org/publications/
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CALL TO GLOBAL ACTION ON FOOD LOSS AND WASTE

Champions 12.3 is a unique coalition of executives dedicated to inspiring ambition, mobilizing  
action, and accelerating progress toward achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 
12.3 on food loss and waste. For more information, visit www.champions123.org  

Members of Champions 12.3:

Dave Lewis (Group Chief Executive, Tesco – Founding Chair)

Hans Hoogeveen (Ambassador and Permanent Representative of 
the Netherlands to the UN Organizations for Food and Agriculture – 
Co-Chair) 

Sunny Verghese (Co-founder and Group CEO, Olam International 
Limited – Co-Chair) 

Inger Andersen (Executive Director, United Nations Environment 
Programme)

Peter Bakker (President and CEO, World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development) 

Paul Bulcke (Chairman of the Board of Directors, Nestlé S.A.) 

Steve Cahillane (Chairman and CEO, Kellogg Company)

Wai-Chan Chan (Managing Director, The Consumer Goods Forum)

Michael La Cour (Managing Director, IKEA Food Services AB)

Nguyen Xuan Cuong (Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Vietnam)

Wiebe Draijer (Chairman of the Managing Board, Rabobank) 

Shenggen Fan (Chair Professor, China Agricultural  
University, Beijing) 

Kevin Fay (Executive Director, Global Food Cold Chain Council)

Louise Fresco (President of the Executive Board, Wageningen 
University & Research) 

Liz Goodwin (Former CEO of WRAP; Senior Fellow and Director, 
Food Loss and Waste, World Resources Institute) 

Marcus Gover (Chief Executive Officer, Waste & Resources  
Action Programme)

Gilbert F. Houngbo (President, International Fund for  
Agricultural Development)

Theo De Jager (President, World Farmers’ Organisation)

Mogens Jensen (Minister for Food, Fisheries and Equal 
Opportunities and Minister for Nordic Cooperation, Denmark)

Alan Jope (Chief Executive Officer, Unilever)

Selina Juul (Chairman of the Board and Founder, Stop Wasting 
Food Movement in Denmark)

Yolanda Kakabadse (Former President, WWF International; 
current member of Board, WWF US)

Sam Kass (Former White House Chef, Founder of TROVE and 
Venture Partner, Acre Venture Partners) 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor, London) 

Stella Kyriakides (European Commissioner for Health and  
Food Safety)

Esben Lunde Larsen (former Minister of Environment and  
Food, Denmark)

Denis Machuel (Chief Executive Officer, Sodexo)

Geraldine Matchett (Co-Chief Executive Officer & Chief Financial 
Officer and Member of the Managing Board, Royal DSM)

Ken Murphy (Incoming Group Chief Executive, Tesco)

Josefa Leonel Correia Sacko (Commissioner for Rural Economy 
and Agriculture, African Union Commission)

Oyun Sanjaasuren (Director of External Affairs, Green Climate 
Fund & Former Minister of Environment, Mongolia) 

Rajiv Shah (President, The Rockefeller Foundation)

Lindiwe Majele Sibanda (Co-Chair of Global Alliance for Climate 
Smart Agriculture)

Andrew Steer (President and Chief Executive Officer, World 
Resources Institute) 

Achim Steiner (Administrator, United Nations Development 
Programme)

Tristram Stuart (Founder, Feedback) 

Johan Swinnen (Director General, International Food Policy 
Research Institute)

Juergen Voegele (Vice President for Sustainable Development, 
World Bank)

http://www.champions123.org

